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Located in Xinyi District, southeast of Taipei Basin and at an altitude of 
183 meters above sea level, Xiangshan (Elephant Mountain) is named for 
its outward appearance, which resembles an elephant’s head. Known 
for its amazing and peculiar landscape, Xiangshan’s geological environ-
ment, where steep, yellowish-brown rocks, crags, and boulders are often 
seen due to the effect of orogeny, has mainly been formed by sandstone. 
Xiangshan is rich in natural resources, and a variety of insects, birds, and 
animal species are incalculable in number. Next to the prosperous and 
bustling downtown area, Xiangshan has become a wonderful place for 
citizens to go to appreciate the beauty of mountain scenery while 
enjoying a relaxing time. It is also a popular photography spot that has 
allowed countless photographers/shutterbugs to capture perfect views 
and night scenes of Taipei.

Many interpretation boards have 
been set along Xiangshan Hiking 
Trail, guiding tourists to learn about 
feature of the local landscape and 
ecosystem, including all types of 
ridgelines, slopes, cliffs, etc.,together 
with masses of ferns that can be 
easily seen nearly everywhere. The 
golden chicken fern and brush pot 
tree are the two major groups of 
ancient ferns, the quantity of which 
occupy the top positions in Taipei. In 
former times, when medical technology 
was generally underdeveloped, the 
wooly fern was commonly considered 
to be the best medicine to staunch 
bleeding. On the other hand, the 
brush pot tree is the most precious 
characteristic of the entire vegetation 
ecology. Not only is the majestic 
building of Taipei 101 close at hand, 
but the landscape of Taipei Basin 
can also be taken in at a glance as 
one climbs to the mountain of 
Xiangshan to look into the distance. It 
is the optimal choice for getting 
closer to green mountain forests, 
experiencing the green shower 
(phytoncides), hiking, preserving 
health, and soothing our body, 
mind, and spirit.

At the halfway point of Yongchungang 
Trail stands an embossed stamp pavilion 
where tourists can collect souvenir 
stamps.

The Photographer’s Platform is a trail platform that was especially built 
for taking pictures. It is just a few hundred meters from the trailhead, 
and one can reach the platform within 10 minutes. The Photographer’s 
Platform offers a 270-degree panoramic view of Taipei. In addition to a 
bird’s-eye view of the entire Taipei metropolitan area, Taipei 101 is 
clearly in plain sight as well. It is one of the most ideal spots for 
photographing the New Year’s Eve fireworks show.

The profile of Xiangshan Photography Platform is very special 
as the aerial view of its appearance looks just like a camera, 
and the annular seat surrounded by gigantic trees in the 
middle resembles the lens of that camera. Visitors can get the 
best view by overlooking Taipei 101 from the site. The railings 
and handrails have a broad design, enabling the placement of 
shutterbugs’cameras. It is a popular point of interest for 
capturing images of Taipei.

Also known as Lao Lai Xia (old gorge), the particular scenery of boulders in 
Xiangshan Mountain is a hot spot where one can take photographs or marvel 
at the boisterous atmosphere of Xinyi Shopping District. Visitors can climb up 
the mountain and explore the scene of Taipei 101 early in the morning when 
the day is dawning or appreciate the hustle and bustle of Xinyi District at dusk. 
It is a perfect vantage point for admiring the beautiful scenery of a glowing 
sunset or the symphony of glorious lights when evening arrives.

Densely and heavily forested on both 
sides, the Healing Trail is one of the main 
entrances that connects to Xiangshan 
Hiking Trail. One can listen to the chirping 
of birds or cicadas while enjoying some 
leisure time in this quiet and secluded 
mountain forest accompanied by 
abundant ecological resources.

Single Line Sky refers to the landform 
of a narrow passage created by the 
protrusion of huge rocks on both sides 
and close ridgelines that cover almost 
the entire sky. As one looks up toward 
the horizon, only an extremely thin and 
narrow view that resembles a single line 
exposed by the cliff crevice can be 
seen.

Located not far from the Embossed 
Stamp Pavilion, Chao Ran Pavilion is 
another wonderful spot for overlooking 
the panoramic mountainside scenery. 
It is a sightseeing spot with an 
awesome view and is ideal for any 
visitors to stop for a rest and a chat.

With its complete trail facilities and excellent views, Xiangshan Hiking Trail 
is the most recommended spot for watching the 101 fireworks show. The 
Fireworks Platform offers tourists a chance to get close to Taipei 101 
without the worry of being unable to see the whole picture due to an 
inappropriate distance. It is an ideal spot to enjoy the beautiful scene of 
romantic fireworks on New Year’s Eve.

Yong Chun Pavilion is literally a gazebo where tourists can take a little rest. 
A revolving wooden door and adornments with elephant patterns that 
correlate with the overall concept of Xiangshan Hiking Trail are elaborately 
arranged.

Yong Chun Gang Platform is easily to 
be seen on the way if one tries to 
advance to the trail from Yong Chun 
Gang Park. It is the first scenic overlook 
starting from the entrance of the 
park.

As the elevation point of the trail, 
the gazebo has been deliberately 
built on the mountaintop to serve 
as a nice place to stop to take a 
midway rest during the hike.

Ascending the stone stairs paved 
along the Xiangshan Hiking Trail is 
undoubtedly a test of physical strength. 
It is the perfect section to work up 
a sweat and foster the muscular 
endurance of your body.

Xiangshan Park is the biggest park, 
covering the most extensive area 
in the Xiangshan surroundings. 
Formerly Zhong Qiang Park, the 
site was renamed due to its location 
near Xiangshan Mountain. The park 
is filled with bountiful ecological 
resources in which one can often 
encounter precious Taipei tree 
frogs hiding within. It is an ecological 
park whose facilities were particularly 
designed in the tree-frog style, 
which makes it ideal for a family 
tour.

Located in Songlong Village of 
Xinyi District adjacent to Taipei 
Municipal YongChun Senior High 
School and Xiangshan Hiking Trail, 
Yong Chun Gang Park is like an 
urban forest, an incredible location 
for looking at Taipei 101. The grade 
of this sloping area is quite gentle 
and is considered the prime option 
for many people during their visit 
to Xiangshan.

Taipei 101 is the most famous landmark of Taipei. Once officially classified the 
world’s tallest building, Taipei 101 comprises 101 floors above ground, as well as 5 
basement levels, and stands 508 meters tall. It is a super-tall building that combines 
financial centers and a multi-level shopping mall adjoining the tower houses, 
hundreds of stores, an observatory, restaurants, and clubs, thus assembling the 
elements of shopping, fashion, gourmet food, business and commerce, culture, 
and tourism together. Looking down from the observatory, the landscape of Taipei 
is in full view. The large-scale fireworks performance held on New Year’s Eve has 
made it a world-renowned tourist attraction for the New Year Countdown.

Due to various celebrated department stores and shopping malls, Xinyi 
Shopping District is the first choice in Taipei for everyone to shop. The 
shopping area of Shin Kong Mitsukoshi Department Store is formed by several 
theme buildings, which always attract tremendous crowds during the annual 
sale. Tons of well-known brands, boutiques, and delicacies inside make the 
department stores suitable for going on a shopping tour. Vieshow Cinemas is 
the premier Cineplex of Taiwan and integrates the mall with the theater. It is 
not only the optimum choice for going to the movies but also a must-visit 
place for leisure and casual walks. One can often run into street artists 
performing around the Cineplex, which is a wonderful place to pass time, take 
a stroll, or window-shop. Eslite Xinyi Flagship Store has several theme areas, 
including a large-sized bookstore, apparel stores, and gift shops, as well as a 
lecture hall of music, literature, and art that holds various events, exhibitions, 
and seminars from time to time. It is not hard to imagine that the area is 
especially enjoyed by young friends and teenagers.

Taipei City Hall Bus Station is situated at the 
intersection of Zhongxiao East Road and 
Keelung Road. The building, which covers 
nearly 16,528 square meters, is always 
crowded with people. It is a versatile complex 
that encompasses Taipei Bus Station, Taipei 
MRT, a department store, shopping mall, 
and a hotel. The building of Taipei Bus 
Station has novel architecture. With its 
dignified manner and the business prosperity 
in the surrounding area, Taipei City Hall Bus 
Station has become an ideal place for taking 
casual walks or shopping. The open plaza 
built on the second floor is a premise where 
people can enjoy valuable treasured breeze 
in a leisurely manner in this flourishing and 
bustling metropolitan area. Many who visit 
Xiangshan Hiking Trail to experience and 
admire the beauty of mountain scenery will 
always make the trip to this area before 
taking the bus home.

Taipei World Trade Center focuses on providing the four major functions of product 
display, trading service, meetings and conference services, and accommodations 
and catering. The center has become a business trading platform that not only 
occasionally holds various exhibitions but can also offer the most convenient and 
comprehensive services to international traders.

To commemorate the national founding father of the Republic of China 
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s centenary birthday, the main construction of this public 
cultural service was completed on May 16th, 1972, and an inaugural ceremony 
was held. Covering 115,703 square meters, the site is also a comprehensive 
recreation park for practicing outdoor sports, taking leisurely strolls, and 
holding exhibitions and other cultural and artistic activities, in addition to 
its memorial value.

The Discovery Center of Taipei is located 
on the right-hand side of the vestibule at 
Taipei City Hall. Previously the municipal 
library, the museum keeps the minutes of 
Taipei City’s historical and cultural development. 
It allows visitors to explore Taipei’s history 
and gain an understanding of Taipei’s culture, 
communities, related social resources, major 
construction projects, and the circumstances 
of international interactions and exchanges.

Located on Songqin Street, Xinyi District, 
Four Four South Village was the first residential 
area for military personnel of the 44th 
Arsenal of the Combined Logistics Command 
and their dependents in Taipei. Along with 
the advancement of time and the removal 
of the original inhabitants, the site has been 
classified as a historical building. Filled with 
a nostalgic atmosphere, Four Four South 
Village is the best location to experience 
the unsophisticated style of the former 
military quarters across space and time.

Based on the concept of illustrator Jimmy’s 
picture book “When the Moon Forgot”, the 
station of the therapeutic Jimmy Moon 
Bus is set at the intersection of Xinyi Road 
and Songzhi Road, which transforms the 
plane pages into a three-dimensional world. 
It is the first outdoor installation of Jimmy 
theme in Taipei. One can walk into the fantasy 
of childlike interest in this busy city, gaining 
total relaxation while settling the mind and 
soul.

Songshan Cultural and Creative Park, whose purpose is to develop a cultural 
and creative settlement at the international level, is an important base of the 
cultural and creative industry in Taipei. Through propping up original 
creations and offering a platform for creators to display their achievements, 
the park encourages various innovative practices and creative inspirations. It 
is not only one of the cultural highlights of Taipei but also an international 
showcase for presenting the cultural and creative competence of Taiwan.

After climbing Xiangshan Mountain, which is a strenuous task to accomplish, the feeling of hunger is undoubtedly perceivable. 
Hurry up to the neighboring area to forage for delectable local dishes. Many shops and restaurants serve diverse cuisines with 
rich tastes, allowing everybody to savor pleasant exotic cuisines from every country. All kinds of delicacies, including traditional
Taiwanese snacks and Chinese, Japanese, and Western flavor meals are delicious enough to entice your taste buds and give you 
a large appetite.

This exotic cuisine that tempts our 
taste buds is so colorful, aromatic, 
and tasty that it naturally activates the 
finger-licking mechanism of our body. 
Located not far from Xiangshan Park, 
the restaurant serves luscious and 
authentic seafood with rice (paella) 
that is considered the most popular 
gourmet meal in that area. Enjoying 
dance and music while relishing in the 
light and pleasant flavors of paella, the 
cozy feeling is undoubtedly a joy of 
life.

As Xiangshan Hiking Trail is located 
very close to Xinyi Shopping District, 
more than one restaurant provides 
Japanese cuisine with superb flavors. 
A variety of creative dishes, such as 
sashimi, sushi, and other Japanese-style 
delicacies, are ready to be served. Visitors 
who are gourmet eaters should definitely 
not miss these savory treats when 
traveling to Taipei.

In today’s modern society,everyone 
is busy doing their own chores and 
work. Apart from trying to stay healthy 
by going mountain climbing and hiking 
in one’s spare time, heading to an 
Izakaya near Xiangshan for small 
gatherings or heart-to-heart talks 
with some relatives and friends is also 
an effective way to stay in a joyful 
mood.

Make a dim sum trip to pass a leisurely 
afternoon in Taipei after regaining 
primordial energy and vigor from 
bathing away all the fatigues and 
frustrations of your body and soul 
upon going down the mountain 
through the hiking trail to experience 
an extremely rare enjoyment in the 
city.

Fresh and tender, garnished with hearty 
side dishes, the prime and sumptuous 
back rib steak menu is elaborately 
prepared to satisfy the taste buds of 
any gourmand. It is especially suitable 
for holding family reunions, with family 
members enjoying palatable food while 
having heartwarming talks together 
after a trip to Xiangshan Mountain.

With an historical reputation, the juicy 
steamed pork dumpling made with 
thin pastry has a delicate and soft 
texture. It is made from same-day 
prime-cut pork, whose meat is fresh 
and sweet with a smooth and rich flavor. 
The dumpling enjoys such remarkable 
fame that nobody can tear themselves 
away from its fabulous taste.
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